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Record Form
for the assessment of the occurrence of new vagrant/rarely encountered/nesting 
bird species and subspecies in Hungary* 
(We kindly ask you to complete and send this form electronically if it is possible.)
1. Basic details of the occurrence
2. Basic details of the observation
Mandatory to fill in for validation!
Mandatory to fill in for validation if an observation took place! 

(If a question is not applicable, please cross out the cell. At multiple choices underline or mark the appropriate answer.)

	Name of the species:
	
	
	Date of the observation (hour, minute):
	-from – to

	Scientific name:
	
	
	Length of the observation:
	

	The date of the observation (ringing, collection):
	
	
	Optical devices used for the identification:

(brand, type, magnification, diameter of the front lens)
	binoculars: 
telescope:

	Number of birds:
	                    specimens
	
	Distance from the bird:
	m

	Age, sex, plumage:
	
	
	The observer’s (observers’) previous experience with the species:
	

	The circumstances of the occurrence:
	observed – caught for ringing – kept in captivity – found dead – museum specimen
other:
	
	When were you absolutely sure about the identification?
	immediately – during the observation – after the observation – later, by help of literature or photos 

	Nearest town or village:
	
	
	Did any problem/uncertainty arise during the identification process?
	yes – no
(if yes, please specify 
under point 7)

	Place/location:
	
	
	What was the basis of the description?
	field notes  – notes, which were taken later – memories – based on photos

	Observer’s (observers’) (ringer, collector) name(s):
	
	3. Additional data
Please fill in if you know the data.

	Describer’s name:
	
	
	The bird was first found by:
	

	Describer’s personal details (address, e-mail, phone number):
	
	
	The bird was first identified by:
	

	Are you absolutely sure about the soundness of the identification?
	yes – not totally
	
	Is there any observer who disagrees with the identification (name)? 
	

	Date of the filling in of the form:
	
	
	Dates of further observations, with observers:
	

	Signature (if filled in by hand):
	
	
	Ring number / number of the museum specimen:
	


4. Other circumstances
Mandatory to fill in for validation! (If a question is not applicable, please cross out the cell.) 
	
	Please underline the appropriate answer
	Details, remarks

	Marking on the bird:

	had – did not have – did not have on the visible parts
	

	Type of marking (material, form, marked body part):
	
	

	Colour of the marking/text:
	
	

	Condition of the plumage:
	totally intact – mainly/virtually intact – moulting– faded – damaged
	

	Condition of the bare parts
(beak, legs, claws, gape, eye etc.):
	seems intact – injured – faded – abnormal 
	

	Health status of the bird: 
	virtually healthy – emaciated – showing clinical symptoms of disease – agonizing – other
	

	Timidity, tameness:
	very timid – timid – average –tame – very tame – it was not possible to assess
	

	Strange or atypical behaviour for a wild bird:
	
	


5. Circumstances of the observation
Please fill in if it is applicable and you have data. 

	Other bird species present:
	
	Short description of the area:
	


	Cloud cover:
	bright weather – variable – overcast – foggy/misty
	Visibility:
	good ​ – average – bad

	Light conditions; illumination:
	at dawn – at dusk – daylight;

shaded – illuminated – diffuse
	The position of the Sun in relation to the observer:
	front lighting – side lighting – back lighting – diffuse

	Precipitation:
	none – rain –snow – other:
	Water level:
	high – normal –low – dry

	Wind direction:
	
	Wind force:
	calm – weak – breezy – strong – stormy

	Temperature:
	°C
	GPS coordinates:
	


6. Other documents, proofs**
Please fill in if they exist.

	Type
	Who made it (name, accessibility)
	Reference to public copies (link)
	Number of attached items

	Photo:
	
	
	

	(other:)
	
	
	

	Type***
	Collector (name)
	Current place of storage (address)
	Number of items

	
	
	
	


** Please add documents to the description for the Hungarian Rarities Committee (photo, video, sound recording, field note/sketch). *** If there are other proofs like carcass, museum specimen or derivative (feather, bone, pellet etc.) please name where this is to be found and who possesses it.  – The electronic files should be attached to an email, not to this Record Form.
7. The detailed description of the bird(s) 

Mandatory to fill in for the validation of the record, even if the bird was photographed! (Attach extra sheets if needed.)
The detailed description can be written down continuously according to the following aspects:

· the process of the finding and the identification; possible problems and doubts; 
· comparison with similar species present, or other species in the group or close by;

· general appearance and impression, voice, behaviour, size, shape;
· colour and shape of the bare parts (e.g. beak, gape, leg and eye);

· description of the plumage (head, neck, mantle, back, rump, uppertail coverts, tail, wing, throat, breast, belly, flank, thigh)
Description:
� EMBED PhotoStylerImage  ���








Previous reports from the Rarities Committee can be found at: http://www.birding.hu/eves_jelentesek.html 
If you have problems filling in the Record Form the Secretary of the Rarities Committee can be contacted: nomenclator@birding.hu
2011 version
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* The checklist of the birds to be submitted and the electronic version of this record form can be found at: http://www.birding.hu/dokumentumok.html
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